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Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 165B Samoset Road Rear 
Historic Name: Chester F. Horton Rental Cottage 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1917 
Source: deeds, tax records, censuses 
Style/Form: Summer Cottage 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Chimney added to front fagade, late-20" c. 
Window sash replaced 


Condition: fair 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.687 acre 


Setting: The house is located in a residential subdivision 
at the end of a long lane leading from Samoset Road to 


Little Muddy Pond. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Chester F. Horton Rental Cottage, built ca. 1917 is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a gable roof. Its 
principal fagade has a center entrance flanked by a window on one side and an exterior chimney on the other and surmounted 
by a gabled wall dormer. The entrance opens on an open deck that wraps around past the northerly corner to the gable end of 
the building. This end contains two windows on the main floor and one centered in the gable; a rear story-and-a-half cross-gable 
wing extending from the westerly corner contains a second entrance. The southeasterly gable end is finished in the same 
manner; the rear wing on this end is one-story and has a shed roof. The two wings abut in the rear where an exterior shower is 
located. The house occupies the front of a small lot; a more recent house has been built behind it and the two converted to 
condominiums. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house numbered 165 B Samoset Road Rear was part of the former Joshua Nickerson farm and part of the holdings of 
Chester Franklin Horton (1869-1938) until 1959. Before that time, the title of 155 Samoset Road (EAS.67), which Horton 
acquired from Joshua Nickerson’s son in 1895, and 165B Samoset Road Rear was the same, and the house on this lot may 
have been one of the three dwellings Horton owned in 1902. Town assessors valued one of these houses, his own at 155 
Samoset, at $700, another at $800, and a third at $400. It is likely that Horton had the house at 165B Samoset Road Rear built 
for one of his children. Of the four children of Chester F. and Clara L. Knowles Horton—Laurence Lyman, Amiee Gertrude, 
Sidney Knowles, and Mildred Elizabeth—only Mildred appears to have lived in Eastham seasonally after about 1917, and she 
and her husband George L. Berks may have occupied the house as a summer and later year-round home. 


Chester F. Horton, one of ten children of Reuben Higgins Horton (1845-1925) and his wife Cynthia A. Clark (1848-1917), 
married Eastham dressmaker Clara C. Knowles (1873-1956) in 1892, and in 1894 he bought the 8-acre Joshua Nickerson 
homestead, which extended south to Muddy Pond and west to what is now Windmill Lane, for $625.’ Horton was a provisions 
dealer in 1900, and he soon began both to acquire more property and to sell off parts of the former Nickerson homestead. In 
addition to the three houses, in 1902 Eastham taxed him on a barn and sheds, a wood house, three horses and a cow, and 25.5 
acres of land in several parcels. In that year Horton sold the land on which the house at 215 Samoset Road (EAS.70) was built, 
and in 1909 his younger brother Stanley Earle Horton and his wife Louise acquired a parcel between 155 and 215 Samoset 
Road, where 175 and 185 Samoset Road were built. In 1906 Chester Horton bought 1800 Bridge Road. The houses numbered 
161, 163, 165, 167, 169, 171, and 173 Rear Samoset Road Rear now occupy the parcel between 155, 175, and 185 Samoset 
Road and Muddy Pond. Cape newspapers mention only one of Horton’s houses: in June 1916 the Yarmouth Register reported 
that Horton’s “new cottage” is progressing rapidly.” 


In 1926 Horton was taxed on his 155 Samoset Road house, valued at $2530, three cottages, a water system, a four-car garage, 
a homestead lot reduced through sales to three acres, and nine acres of woodland. In the 1920s he sold he sold parcels to 
builders Winfred Knowles and Oscar Southard, who probably built 169 (EAS.790) and 161 Samoset Road Rear respectively. In 
1931 Horton still owned a house, two “cottages,” and 2.75 acres of homestead land, and in 1937 he had the same three 
dwellings, 2.30 acres in homestead land, and an acre of woodland. The house at 165 Samoset Road Rear was one of these 
three dwellings. 


The 1929 Eastham directory lists Chester Horton’s daughter Mildred Elizabeth (1929-90) as boarding at the summer home of 
her father, who was by then a summer resident of Eastham; the family had moved to Reading between 1910 and 1917, and 
Chester Horton worked for many years at the Brighton Abbatoir. Mildred Horton married Boston native George Lea Berks in 
1934, and by 1940 he was working as a draftsman at Bethlehem Steel’s Baltimore plant. 


1 Joseph W. Nickerson, Chatham, to Chester F. Horton, 28 April 1894, BCD 210:547. 
2 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 3 June 1916, 4. 
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In 1959 Chester and Clara Horton’s children Stanley, Mildred, and Aimee subdivided what remained of their father’s land and 
sold a lot of 29,800 square feet with a building, being 165B Samoset Road Rear, to Peter John Meize and his wife Mildred Ella.* 
Born in 1907 in Lazdijai, Lithuania, near the Polish border, Peter James Meize came to the United States in 1913 and was living 
in Berlin, Connecticut, by 1926. In 1930 he and his brothers Joseph and George were living in New Britain, Connecticut, with 
their married sister, and Peter Meize worked at Friar’s Grill in that town through the 1930s. He married in 1937, and by 1940 he 
and his wife Mildred, a native of Providence, Rhode Island, were living in Hartford; he then managed the Friar’s Club. By 1946 
he was president of Farm Kitchen restaurant in Hartford. 


Peter and Mildred Meize owned 165B Samoset Road Rear until 1962, when they sold the property to Howard A. and Cecille 
Carpenter, who in 2004 put 163 and 165 Samoset Road Rear in trust. By 2016 the Carpenters had built a second house in the 
rear of the 165 lot and created CeCe Condominium from these two houses, and in March 2017 they sold Unit 2, being 165B 
Samoset Road Rear, to Richard A. Bishop and Mary-Ann Agresti. They were the owners of record in 2020.4 
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3 Sidney Knowles Horton, South Yarmouth; Mildred Elizabeth Berks, Baltimore MD; and Amiee Gertrude Horton, Medford, to Peter J. and 
Mildred E. Meize, 26 June 1959, BCD 1045:15. At the same time Sidney and Mildred sold the easterly part of another lot with a building to 
Amiee Gertrude Horton; see BCD 1058:323. 
4 Peter J. and Mildred Ella Meize to Howard A. and Cecille Carpenter, 10 August 1962, BCD 1169:9; Howard and Cecille Carpenter to Cecille 
Carpenter, trustee Cecille Carpenter 2004 Trust, 22 April 2004, BCD 18488:22; Master Deed, CeCe Condominium, 17 November 2016, BCD 
30095:46; Cecille Carpenter, trustee Cecille Carpenter 2004 Trust, to Richard A. Bishop and Mary-Ann Agresti, both 165 Samoset Road, 28 
March 2017, BCD 30404:242. The 165 Samoset Road Rear house is shown on Lot C of “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass., Made for the Heirs 
of Clara L. Horton,” May 1959, BCP 148:107, and as Unit 2 on Unit 2 of CeCe Condominium (Master Deed 17 Nov 2016 30095:46) and shown 
on “Ce Ce Condominium’ Site Plan of Land in Eastham Made for Cecille Carpenter, Trustee of the Cecille Carpenter 2004 Trust,” 23 
November 2015, BCP 667:1. 
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The 165 Samoset Road Rear house is depicted on Lot C of the 1959 Horton heirs plan (BCP 148:107) and as Unit 2, 
on the left (west) side of the lowest lot on the CeCe Condominium plan of 2015 (BCP 667:1). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NW. 


View from east. 
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View from south. 
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